
 
 

 

Government Office Building 
9830 Patuxent Woods Dr. 

Columbia, MD 21046 
 

MINUTES1 
 

Thursday, 07 May 2020 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
Members Present: Mr. J. Greg Jolissaint, Mr. Jonathan K. Branch, Mr. Reginald Avery, Mr. Michael 
Blum, Mr. Steven M. Bolen, Ms. Nafrettifi Griffin, Mr. Michael Griggs, Ms. Kelly Kesler, Mr. Keith 
McGuire, and Mr. Paul Rivers. 
 
Members Excused: Ms. Jennifer Anthony, Mr. Robert Lowell, and Mr. Bob Moore. 
 
Howard County Government Officials in Attendance: Ms. Lisa Terry (Manager, Howard County Office 
of Veterans and Military Families [HCOVMF]) and Ms. Rohni Gupta (Howard County Public Library 
System [HCPLS]). 
 
Special Guests: Ms. Melissa Barber (Program Manager, ServingTogether), Ms. Mallary Lass (Outreach 
Manager, Steven A. Cohen Military Clinic at Easterseals), and Ms. Rohini Gupta (HCPLS). 
 
Others in Attendance: Mr. Robert A. Berlett, Sr. (A.L. Post 300), Mr. Ed A. Hall (Chair, Joint Military 
Council [JMC]), Mr. Travis Rahill (Melwood Veterans Services), Mr. John Spain (A.L. Post 156), and Mr. 
John Way (The VA Way) 
 
 
MEETING SUMMARY: 
 
1900 hrs Mr. J. Greg Jolissaint, Chair, Howard County Commission for Veterans and Military Families 

(HCCVMF), presiding, opened the meeting. 
 

 
1. Establishment of Quorum and Recognition of Special Guests 
 

a. The Role was taken: Ten Commission members being in attendance, Mr. Jolissaint declared 
the Commission was in quorum and brought the meeting to order. 
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b. Mr. Jolissaint recognized the attendance of key Commission personnel and special guests: 
Ms. Lisa Terry, Manager, HCOVMF, Mr. Ed A. Hall, Chair, JMC, Ms. Rohini Gupta, HCLS, Ms. 
Melissa Barber, Program Manager, ServingTogether, and Ms. Mallary Lass, Outreach 
Manager, Steven A. Cohen Military Clinic at Easterseals. 

 
 
2. Consideration of the May 2020 Meeting Minutes 
 

a. Mr. Jolissaint entered the 07 MAY 2020 Commission minutes onto the table and opened the 
table for discussion. Hearing none, the minutes were approved by unanimous consent. Mr. 
Jolissaint directed that the minutes be entered into the official record and it was so done. 

 
 
3. Presentation by Invited Guests 
 

a. Ms. Melissa Barber (Program Manager, ServingTogether)2: ServingTogether’s primary office 
is in Montgomery County, but they operate throughout the D.C. metropolitan area. Their 
mission is to connect veterans, active-duty military, their families, and caregivers to services 
that they need: employment, housing, financial assistance, and behavioral health.  

 
One thing that makes them different from other organizations is that they have a network 
of providers that they can refer clients to directly. They work with the provider and client to 
streamline services and determine if the provider can meet the client’s needs before the 
client spends time filling out paperwork. This saves the client time and reduces their 
frustration searching for someone who can help them. Organizations can register as a 
network provider, and anyone can go to their website and fill out a network assistance form 
to get connected to a provider. 
 
Mr. Jolissaint noted that there are several veteran-orientated organizations that participate 
in the ServingTogether network and that, recently, Kaiser Permanente has joined the 
network. 
 

b. Ms. Mallary Lass (Outreach Manager, Steven A. Cohen Military Clinic at Easterseals) 3: The 
Clinic is located in Silver Spring, MD. They offer mental health counseling to veterans 
regardless of when, where, or how long they served. They provide counseling to individuals 
ages four and up, couple’s counseling, and family counseling. Couples and family counseling 
are offered to anyone in the veteran’s life: e.g., caregiver, unmarried spouse, adult children, 
etc. Furthermore, counseling can be for anything connected to the veteran’s life and is not 
limited to the person’s military experiences. Counseling does not require a referral. Services 
are offered to anyone in D.C., Virginia, and Maryland via telehealth and via in-person clinic. 
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They also offer childcare at no cost and wellness programs such as yoga, art, and a 
Shakespeare group, etc.  

 
Ms. Terry asked if their office in Silver Spring is located near a Metro line. Ms. Mallary said 
that they are located near the Silver Spring Metro station and a bus stop. 
 
Mr. Jolissaint noted that the Clinic is co-located with the Northern Virginia - D.C. - Maryland 
Easterseals in Silver Springs, MD. The care clinic is also part of the ServingTogether provider 
network. 
 

c. Ms. Roh-ni Gupta (Howard County  Library System) 4: Ms. Gupta stated that the library will 
be hosting a meet-n-greet with two New York Times best-selling authors, Mr. Elliott 
Ackerman and Mr. Phil Klay, starting at 1900 hours on 9 June. 

 
Mr. Ackerman is widely acclaimed for his book, “Red Dress in Black and White.” He is a 
National Book Award finalist who also wrote “Dark at the Crossing,” “Green on Blue,” and the 
non-fiction book, “Places and Names.” He is a former White House Fellow and USMC veteran 
who was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star for Valor, and the Purple Heart. 
 
Mr. Klay is the author of soon-to-be-released, “Missionaries.” He is a USMC veteran and 
teaches Masters of Fine Arts (MFA) in Creative Writing at Fairfield University. His 2014 short 
story collection, “Redeployment,” received the National Book Award for fiction. 

 
 
4. Old Business 

 
a. Feedback on VAMHCS: Mr. Bolen summarized the Veterans Affairs Maryland Health Care 

System (VAMHCS) meeting held on 20 May 2020.  
 
The VAMHCS VSO & CS meeting is held on the third Wednesday of the month at the 
VAMHCS facility in Baltimore. The next meeting is on 17 June. Currently, all meetings are 
virtual. Please contact Ms. Aimee Saylor, Business Manager, Public & Community Relations 
at aimee.saylor@va.gov to connect or for more information. 
 
(Please see attachment A.) 

 
b. Update on Committee to Investigate the Feasibility of Building a Veterans Home in Howard 

County: Mr. Blum stated that he plans to schedule an appointment with the Howard County 
Executive to discuss a veteran’s home when concerns about the pandemic begin to relax. 
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c. Update on the Howard County Veterans Foundation Monument Design: Ms. Terry stated 
that the “Bailey” park construction had been completed and looks great. No further 
updates. 
 
More information about the monument and the Howard County Veterans Foundation can 
be found at: https://www.howardcountyveterans.org/. 

 
d. Update on Veterans Support Group: Mr. Jolissaint stated that the support group was going 

to need NAMI training but that it doesn’t appear that NAMI is going to offer virtual training 
during the pandemic.  

 
Mr. Rivers stated that he talked to NAMI, and they believe in face-to-face training so they 
have not yet created a “virtual” training course.  
 
Mr. Jolissaint stated that the rest of the healthcare community was adapting to the new 
“environment” and are starting to offer tele-healthcare services. 
 
Ms. Terry stated that Maryland’s Commitment to Veterans may offer a veteran’s support 
group training that she will investigate.  
 

e. Update on Veterans Day Presentations in HoCo Schools: Mr. Jolissaint stated that the 
Commission will need to work with the school system to find out what can be offered for 
the Fall semester. 
 

f. Update on the Mental Health Support for Veterans Webinar with the Local Health 
Improvement Coalition (LHIC) and the HCCVMF: Ms. Kesler stated the webinar had 
representation from the HCCVMF, HCOVMF, Howard County Local Children’s Board, 
Howard County Health Department, The VA Way, Parent Rescue, Maryland Commitment to 
Veterans, and the Steven A. Cohen Military Clinic. Ms. Kesler stated that Mr. Jolissaint, Ms. 
Terry, and Mr. Way participated in the webinar and that they gave the group unique 
perspectives on veterans’ issues.  

 
Meeting minutes and recording of the webinar: http://www.hclhic.org/news-events/lhic-
and-partner-events/seminars-and-educational-events/howard-county-behavioral-health-
provider-covid-19-resource-and-response-call/howard-county-behavioral-health-provider-
covid-19-resource-and-response-call-10 
 
Weblink to Howard County LHIC: http://www.hclhic.org/ 
 
For the latest issue of the Howard County LHIC Digest: https://bit.ly/36ZJZ5j 
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To sign up for future issues of the Howard County LHIC Digest: 
https://mailchi.mp/8ddd1cf601c1/hclhic-newsletter-sign-up 

For Howard County alerts and updates on the COVID-19: 
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Health/MM-Alerts-and-Recalls 
 

g. Update on Joint Activities Calendar: Mr. Spain stated that the next Veterans Day planning 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, 09 June. Mr. Berlett noted that the Maryland State 
Convention will be held at Ocean City on 19 September at the War Memorial from 0900 to 
1500 hours. Election for officers will take place on this date. 
 

h. Update on MHFA Proposal to the FMA Foundation Board: Mr. Way stated that The VA Way 
is still on schedule to roll out their mental health first aid training and are on track to begin 
training on Fort Meade next year.  He expects that the virtual platform will be ready by the 
middle of the month and that The VA Way will begin teaching mental health first aid 
starting in July. 

 
Mr. Jolissaint asked Mr. Way if he had any information on the Johns Hopkins psychological 
first aid program. Mr. Way stated that he signed up for the program. He noted that the 
program is similar to the mental health first aid program The VA Way offers but has a 
different approach.  
 
Mr. Jolissaint asked if the Johns Hopkins program was specifically for mental health 
professionals or the general public. Mr. Way stated that he thought it could be for anyone, 
but it was probably for Johns Hopkins staff. 
 
Mr. Way stated that The VA Way will be adding mental wellness and crisis navigation 
components to their program. 

 
 

5. New Business 
 

a. Update on the American Legion “Buddy Check” Program: Mr. Berlett stated that A.L. Post 
300 was about 70% through their call list. Mr. Spain stated that A.L. Post 156 had completed 
their list. Mr. Spain stated that Post 156 was also making restaurant deliveries to veterans. 

 
Mr. Jolissaint noted that where he worked, the number of people seeking mental health 
therapy was back to normal and that he expected to see a spike in the numbers of people 
needing help as restrictions due to the pandemic begin to relax. 

 



 
 

 

b. Update on the HoCo School Level “Buddy” Program: Ms. Terry stated she was working to 
pilot a program at Longfellow Elementary School. Although the pandemic has put a hold on 
the program, she has started working unofficially with the family liaison to place students 
with families.  

 
c. New Business from Commission Members:   

 
i. Mr. Bolen and Ms. Terry met with Mr. Brian Smith, blogger for “Free State Veterans,” 

to discuss veteran-related, Maryland State legislative initiatives. Mr. Bolen and Ms. 
Terry plan to work with Mr. Smith to track legislation of interest to Maryland veterans 
and the Commission.  (Please see attachment B.) 

 
 

6. Upcoming Events of Importance 
 

a. On 9 June, the Howard County Library System will be hosting a meet-n-greet with two New 
York Times best-selling authors, Mr. Elliott Ackerman and Mr. Phil Kay, starting at 1900 
hours. 
 

b. Mr. Jolissaint stated that it is likely that public events for 4th of July celebrations will be 
canceled this year. Ms. Terry stated that the fireworks in Columbia had been canceled. 
 

c. Mr. Jolissaint stated that Howard County Fair activities are TBD. 
 
 

7. Additional Items for Discussion 
 

a. Mr. Jolissaint noted that this was the first time he and Mr. Griggs have been at the same 
meeting and welcomed him to the Commission. Mr. Griggs stated that he is a USN veteran 
and is one of the VA representatives at Howard Community College (HCC).  

 
b. Mr. Jolissaint noted the herculean effort by Ms. Terry and Ms. Wanda Riddle (former 

Commissioner, HCCVMF), and everyone else who participated, to celebrate the 100th 
birthday of a Howard County WWII veteran last May. Mr. Jolissaint thanked them for their 
effort. 

 
c. Mr. Jolissaint thanked Mr. Rivers and Ms. Terry for their extraordinary effort to help a 

veteran in need to move back into his home after having a partial amputation last month.  
 



 
 

 

d. Mr. Jolissaint thanked the Maryland State Congressional Representatives and Senators for 
helping to extend the mobilization of the Maryland National Guard, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, past 90 days so that Guard personnel could get their benefits. 

 
e. Ms. Griffin asked if the Veterans Day Parade could be a “vehicle” parade. Mr. Jolissaint 

stated that the parade consists of both vehicle and pedestrian participants. 
 
f. Ms. Kesler reminded everyone to continue physical distancing and wearing face coverings. 

Ms. Kesler suggested that the Commission take an active role in connecting veterans to 
County programs regarding COVID-19 support. 

 
g. Mr. McGuire asked if there were any organizations in need of face coverings. Ms. Terry 

stated that the Howard County Office of Emergency Management is the point of contact for 
collecting donated PPE. Ms. Kesler stated that Community Organizing Against Disaster 
(COAD) is also accepting and distributing PPE donations. Mr. Jolissaint noted that there are 
still assisted living faculties and nursing homes that need PPE. 

 
More information on COAD: https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Fire-and-
Rescue/Office-Of-Emergency-Management/Howard-County-Community-Organizations-
Active-in-Disaster. 
 

h. Ms. Terry stated she would be available to answer questions about the County reopening 
plans.  
 

 
8. Next Commission Meeting Date(s) 
 

a) Mr. Jolissaint asked for a discussion on setting a date for the next Commission meeting. 
Discussion was held on holding a meeting on 2 July and/or 6 August. After discussion, the 
Commission decided not to hold a meeting on 2 July and to meet again on 6 August. Mr. 
Jolissaint called for a motion to hold the next meeting on 6 August. A motion and second to 
the motion were made. The motion was passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

b) Mr. Jolissaint announced that the next meeting of the Howard County Commission on 
Veterans and Military Families will be held on Thursday, 06 August 2020, starting at 1900 
hours. The meeting will be virtual. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 



 
 

 

2000 hrs  Mr. Jolissaint closed the meeting and directed the Commission to stand in adjournment 
until 1900 hours on 06 August 2020. 

 
 
 
Minutes were drafted by: Mr. Steven M. Bolen 
 
 
 
      J. Greg Jolissaint 
      Chair 
 
 
Notes: 
 

1) The meeting was conducted virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

2) ServingTogether is an affiliate of AmericaServes (National Capital Region [NCR]). Launched in 
mid-2018, the Washington D.C. region network is coordinated by EveryMind, a Maryland-based 
non-profit with over 60 years of experience providing health and wellness services to 
individuals across the NCR. 

 
Peer Navigator Network: 855.738.7176. More information: https://servingtogetherproject.org/. 

 
3) The Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at Easterseals provides high-quality and accessible 

behavioral health care to veterans, their families, the families of active duty service members, 
and caregivers. Their services are available to any person who has served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces, including the National Guard and Reserves, regardless of role or discharge status. 

 
Clinic Services: 240.847.7500. More information: https://www.easterseals.com/DCMDVA/our-
programs/cvn-home.html. 

 
4) More information about the HCPLS: https://hclibrary.org/about-us/welcome/ 

 
 
Attachments: 
 
A) Meeting Notes: VAMHCS VSO & CS Stakeholders Meeting; 20 May 2020. 
 
B) Maryland State Legislative Notes from “Free State Veterans,” 05 June 2020. 
 



 
 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

Meeting Notes: 
 

VAMHCS VSO & CS Stakeholders Meeting 
20 May 2020  



 
 

 

Veterans Service Organization (VSO) & Congressional Stakeholders (CS) Meeting 
 

VA Maryland Health Care System (VAMHCS) 
Baltimore VA Medical Center 
Multipurpose Room, 3A-300 

10 North Greene Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

 
(Via Virtual Meeting due to COVID-19) 

 
20 May 2020 

 
 
1105 hrs Dr. Adam M. Robison, Director VAMHCS, presiding, brought the meeting to order. 

 
VAMHCS Updates 

 
1) Dr. Robinson stated that the VAMHCS will continue to hold virtual meetings to protect the 

participants during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
2) Dr. Robinson stated that the VAMHCS is dedicated to the safety of our veterans and giving 

them the highest quality of care. Clinics will reopen as soon as it is safe and appropriate to do 
so. He gave no timeline for reopening.  

 
3) Dr. Robinson asked that veterans follow the VAMHCS on social media, and to keep their 

mailing addresses up-to-date so that they can continue to receive important information 
regarding VAMHCS openings and services. 

 
4) Dr. Robinson stated the Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs, the 

Honorable Robert Wilkie, visited the VAMHCS clinic in Baltimore on Monday, 18 May. Mr. 
Wilkie toured the inpatient clinic and met with the frontline staff. (See photos of his visit 
below.) 

 
5) Dr. Robinson informed us that on 18 May, the Department of Veterans Affairs started airing 

commercials on Baltimore-area television outlets with the message, “Thank you VA Frontline 
Heroes.” (View the commercials here:  WBAL, WBFF, WJZ, and WMAR.) 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

VAMHCS COVID-19 Update 
 

3) The VAMHCS facility in Baltimore has set up a COVID-19 screening process at the entrance to 
the lobby of the building and in the garage; also, at the Loch Raven and Perry Point locations. 

 
4) A rapid screening test will take place for patients with emergency or critical care needs, such 

as same-day surgery, cystoscopy, interventional radiology, or for pulmonary or cardiology-
interventional testing. Additionally, any veteran coming in for treatment for radiation therapy 
or radiation oncology will be tested prior to starting their session.  

 
5) The city of Baltimore has opened up hotels for people who are COVID-19 positive. The 

VAMHCS is working with the city to ensure veterans housed in the hotels are getting the care 
they need. 

 
6) The clinic has contacted all of their contract nursing homes and has offered any veteran who 

wants to be transferred to the VA veterans’ homes to be transferred. Three individuals have 
been identified to be transferred. 

 
7) As the state begins to open, Dr. Marshall urges everyone to continue to practice safe social 

hygiene by washing their hands, wearing face coverings, and keeping a safe physical distance.  
 

Data suggests that 20% of the general population in the New York area have been infected 
with the COVID-19 virus. In contrast, only about 10% of the healthcare professionals who 
have been wearing personal protective equipment (PPE) have been infected. She stated that 
the data clearly shows that wearing PPE works. She also urged everyone to stay home as 
much as possible and limit the number of trips that they make outside their house. 

 
8) Dr. Marshall stated that pharmacists will be allowed to order COVID-19 tests and collect 

samples. 
 
9) Dr. Marshall stated that Maryland will open new drive-thru sites in Prince George’s County (at 

the health department in Cheverly) and at FedEx Field in Landover. Additionally, 
appointment-free, drive-thru testing will open at the Timonium fairgrounds, at the Glen 
Bernie VEIP, in Hyattsville, and in Clinton. 

 
10) Dr. Marshall stated that the VAMHCS post-COVID-19 environment will most likely include 

more tele-services, and visitors to clinics will see more physical spacing in waiting rooms and 
staff in PPE. 

 
11) Dr. Robison stressed that the clinic’s Emergency Department (ED) is open and that veterans 

should not be afraid to come in if they have an emergency healthcare need. The ED is taking 
all precautions necessary to protect them from the virus. 



 
 

 

VBA Update 
 

16) VA facilities are closed to the public, but the VA continues to work in a telework environment.  
 
 
National Cemetery Administration (NCA) Update 
 

18) Memorial Day public events have been canceled at all national cemeteries. This includes the 
“flag-in” events and all public activities previously scheduled. There will be a private wreath-
laying ceremony at the cemeteries that will be shared via live-stream on the NCA Facebook 
page. 

 
19) NCA asks people planning to visit a national cemetery this Memorial Day weekend to consider 

visiting on Saturday or Sunday to avoid large crows showing up on Monday. 
 
 

Additional Announcements: 
 

18) Maryland state cemeteries are open to the public from 1300 - 1645 hours on Monday - 
Friday, 0800 - 1645 hours on Saturday and Sunday, and from 0800 - 1645 hours on Memorial 
Day. All public ceremonies and events have been canceled for Memorial Day. Taps will be 
played during a private ceremony at 1330 hours on Memorial Day at the Crownsville 
cemetery. 

 
19) All Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) offices are still operating. Anyone that 

needs to do business with one of their offices should contact that office before coming in to 
get more information on visitations.  

 
20) The MDVA is launching a virtual remembrance wall on its website for families to remember 

their fallen loved ones. 
 
21) Gold Star Moms are making masks for veterans. On 8 May, during Nurse Appreciation Week, 

they donated and delivered Mission BBQ to the healthcare workers at the clinic to show their 
appreciation to those frontline workers. 

 
Next meeting: 17 June, 1100 hours, via Virtual Meeting.   
 
1144 hrs Dr. Adam M. Robison adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
Notes taken (via dial-in) by: Mr. Steven M. Bolen 
  



 
 

 

ATTACHMENT B 
 

Maryland State Legislative Notes from “Free State Veterans” 
Courtesy, Mr. Brian Smith 

 
05 June 2020  



 
 

 

 
 
 

HB 12 (Rogers) | SB 341 (Griffith) – “Homes for Veterans of the Uniformed Services” – Updates 
existing language to ensure that a member of any of the eight uniformed services is eligible for a Home 
for Veterans supervised by the Department of Veterans Affairs. This basically changes “armed forces” 
to “uniformed services.” 
 
HB 133 (Dept. of Trans.) – Vehicle Emissions Inspection Program Exemption for Deployed Military 
Personnel – Exempts active duty, deployed Service members from mandatory vehicle emissions 
inspections. 
 
HB 236 (Carey) – “Hunting and Fishing Licenses for Active Military, Former Prisoners of War, Recipients 
of the Purple Heart Award, and Disabled Veterans” – Reauthorizes the issuance of complimentary or 
discounted hunting and fishing licenses to certain military personnel, former prisoners of war, 
recipients of the Purple Heart Award, and disabled veterans. 
  
HB 257 (Crosby) | SB 417 (Salling) – Property Tax Credit for Disabled Veterans – Provides for a partial, 
sliding scale, county-optional property tax credit for service-disabled Veterans rated with a 50-99% 
disability. 
 
• Federal AGI CAP of $100K 
 



 
 

 

• 25% of tax imposed if Veteran rated at least 50%, but no more than 74% 
 
• 50% of tax imposed if Veteran rated at least 75%, but more than 99% 
 
HB 349 | SB 280 (Admin.) – Occupational and Professional Licensing – Service Members, Veterans, and 
Military Spouses – Streamlines the occupational and professional licensing procedures for Service 
members, Veterans, and military spouses. 
 
HB 362 | SB 282 (Admin) – Maryland National Guard – Tuition Assistance Program – Expands tuition 
assistance for Maryland National Guard members from 50% to 100%. 
  
HB 503 (Valentino-Smith) | SB 391 (Peters) - Primary and Secondary Schools - Dependent Children of 
Service Members - Enrollment and Documentation Requirements – Requires County School 
Superintendents to allow a dependent child of a Service member who is relocating to the state on 
military orders and is not domiciled in that county during the enrollment period to apply for 
enrollment in a public school in the same manner and the same time as individuals domiciled in the 
county. 
 
HB 506 (Valentino-Smith) | SB 458 (Elfreth) – Higher Education – Nonresident Tuition Exemption for 
Military Personnel, Spouses, and Dependents – Exempts spouses and financially dependent children of 
active duty members of the United States armed forces from paying nonresident tuition at a public 
institution of higher education in the State, in the event of transfer of the Service member between the 
time the spouse or family member is accepted and enrolled. 
 
HB 596 (P. Young) – Veterans of the Afghanistan and Iraq Conflicts Scholarship – allows initial 
scholarships under the Veterans of the Afghanistan and Iraq Conflicts Scholarship to continue to be 
awarded for another 10 years (until June 30, 2030); thereafter, existing scholarships may be renewed. 
 
HB 646 (P. Young) – Vehicle Registration – Special Plates for Veterans – Requires the MVA to charge an 
additional fee ($10) for special registration plates for recipients of an individually earned, combat–
related armed forces medals for each issuance of new registration plates; requires that the additional 
fee be credited to the Maryland Veterans Trust Fund. 
 
HB 766 (Kaiser) | SB 700 (Waldstreicher) – Property Tax Credit – Disabled Military Personnel and 
Surviving Spouses – Expands the partial (20%), temporary (5 years), county-optional property tax 
exemption, currently available to uniformed services retirees and their surviving spouses, upon 
reaching 65 years of age to include a new eligibility category: 
 
• This new category includes any active duty, honorably discharged, or retired uniformed services 
member who has a service-connected disability, regardless of age. This would also apply to their 
surviving spouse. 



 
 

 

 
• Note: The specific governing body may establish criteria that define a service-connected 
disability 
  
SB 142 (Simonaire) – Healing Hunting & Fishing Fund – Requires the Department of Natural Resources 
to establish a process for individuals purchasing certain online licenses and stamps to make a voluntary 
monetary donation to the Healing Hunting and Fishing Fund. 
 
• Administered by the Chesapeake Bay Trust 
 
• Provides grants to nonprofit organizations that support activities for Gold Star family members, 
disabled Veterans, disabled members of the Armed Forces, or permanently disabled persons requiring 
the use of a wheelchair 
 
• Activities include recreational hunting and fishing, recreational water activities, other 
recreational outdoor activities, therapeutic outdoor activities, or workforce training for green jobs 
including outdoor agricultural jobs! 
  
 
SB 294 (Ellis) – Veterans Education Protection Act – Protects Service members using GI Bill education 
benefits from predatory practices of for-profit schools. Ensures that in applying the for-profit schools 
90 | 10 funding rule, GI Bill benefits paid to the school will be included as federally sourced funding. 
 
• Maryland became first state in the Nation to enact this protection. 
 
SB 1010 (Peters) – Maryland Code of Military Justice - Establishes a Maryland Code of Military Justice, 
which applies to all members of the State military forces at all times. It also repeals Subtitle 8 of the 
Public Safety Article (Courts-Martial). Basically, this law aligns the state code with the federal Uniform 
Code of Military Justice. 
 
 

Stay Up-to-Date on MD Veterans Issues 
 
Free State Veterans Twitter:  www.twitter.com/freestatevets -- @freestatevets 
 
Free State Veterans Blog:   www.freestateveterans.org 
(Free & Worth Every Penny) 
 
Free State Veterans Facebook:  www.facebook.com/freestatevets -- @freestatevets 
(Top Veterans page in Maryland) 


